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Credit Hours: 3
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smmass@shsu.edu
Office Hours:
Mondays 10am-12pm
Wednesdays 5pm-7pm (virtual)
And by appt.

Caricature of historian and Irish nationalist
Alice Stopford Green, c. 1915-1916
Course Description
This course is an introduction to the ways in which historians think, speak, and write about this past.
These “ways” can take many forms: close reading of historical sources, identifying and evaluating
arguments in scholarly writing, thinking reflexively about the lenses which different individuals and
communities bring to historical narratives, and questioning what historical scholarship is for and who gets
to be a part of its making. Together, we will move through these different ways of doing history,
culminating in a research paper of your own design. Students should be prepared to read a scholarly
monograph (ranging from 250 to 400 pages) a week, plus supplementary articles. Along with regular
online conversations as a class, there will be writing assignments within each unit that build towards your
final research paper. Details of these assignments will be introduced at the beginning of the unit.
Prerequisite: Admission to the M.A. in History or departmental approval.
Course Objectives:
Critical reading and evaluation skills: Practice identifying, tracking, and evaluating scholarly
arguments in both article and book-length form
Archives and source literacy: Identify a scholar’s primary and secondary source base and
explain how this body of evidence affects a scholarly argument
Schools of history: Distinguish different schools of history, why they developed their
perspectives and methodologies in time and space, and how they influence the historical
profession today
Scholarly research and writing skills: Apply the principles developed in our conversations and
readings to produce a research-driven paper of your own design
Required Reading
Maza, Thinking About History
($20, ISBN: 978-0226109336)
Foster, Vivid Faces: The Revolutionary Generation in Ireland, 1890-1923
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($15, 978-0241954249)
Trouillot, Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History
($20, 978-0807080535)
Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth-Century Miller
($26, 978-1421409887)
Brown, Foul Bodies: Cleanliness in Early America
($40, 978-0300171556)
Hellbeck, Revolution on my Mind: Writing a Diary under Stalin
($25, 978-0674032316)
*Plus one book of your choosing*
Attendance Policy
While we are not meeting in person, you will be expected to log on to Blackboard weekly to complete
discussion board posts that will count towards your participation and to listen to my weekly wrap-up
lecture. Even if you have opted out of discussion for that week (see below), you are expected to look over
your peers’ comments so we can collectively build on discussion from week to week.
Course Assignments and Assessments
Weekly discussion board (Ten: must respond weeks 1-6; choose four additional weeks, 30%)
Must sign up to write one first post (i.e. start the discussion) and one first response (ie.
offer the initial response to the initial post) over the course of the semester.
Book Review (10%, due 9/27 at 11:59pm)
Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography (15%, due 11/7 at 11:59pm)
Peer Review (10%, due 11/14 at 11:59pm)
Final Paper Presentation (10%, due 12/4 at 11:59pm)
Final Paper (25%, due 12/11 at 11:59pm)
Grading
Weekly discussion board posts are graded on a completed/not completed basis (if you make a good effort
and submit on time, you will get the full 30 points for each post). Other assignments will have more
evaluated components. These will be explained over the course of the semester.
Weekly discussion board
300 points
Book Review
100 points
Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography
150 points
Peer Review
100 points
Final Paper Presentation
100 points
Final Paper
250 points
900-1000 points
800-899 points
700-799 points
600-699 points
0-599 points

A
B
C
D
F

Late Work
Some deadlines in this course are firm. If you are in charge of the first post or the first response in the
discussion board, these must be completed by the deadline. In addition, the prospectus/annotated
bibliography and peer review must be completed by the deadline. Completing these particular
assignments promptly is a matter of academic community-building; your peers can’t complete their work
until you complete yours. Please plan your time accordingly so you can complete these on time. For the
book review, final paper presentation, and final paper, there is more leeway. If you give me more than 48
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hours notice that you will need an extension, it will be granted no questions asked. Within 48 hours, I will
need a reason for the extension. If I have not granted an extension for an assignment, your grade will be
reduced by 5 points for each day late.
University Policies
Please refer to the University Policies around Academic Dishonesty, Religious Holy Days, Students with
Disabilities Policy, and Visitors in the Classroom here
Classroom Conduct
Students are expected to conduct themselves in the discussion board in the same manner they would in a
face-to-face classroom: base your arguments in evidence from our readings, respond respectfully to
differing interpretations, and build on conversations collaboratively. Any disruptive behavior in this
forum will result in a zero for the week.
Getting in Touch
I am here as a guide and a resource for the material in this course. My aim is to be as responsive as
possible when you have questions or concerns: I will strive to return your email within 24 hrs. If it is sent
on the weekends, I may take a little longer.
Course Schedule:
Weekly Schedule (All times CDT and CST)
Wednesday, 8am: Guiding questions posted
Wednesday-Sunday: Read weekly texts with guiding questions in mind
Monday, 8am: First post due (250 words)
Monday, 11:59pm First response due (150 words)
Tuesday, noon: all responses due (150 words)
Tuesday, 3pm: Wrap-up lecture posted
Unit 1: The Big Questions
Week 1 (August 21-August 27)
What is History?
Readings: Maza pp. 1-44
Assignments: Discussion board plus choose one historical monograph
referenced in Maza that you want to read independently (see list)
Week 2 (August 28-Sept 3)
What is historical writing?
Maza pp. 118-124; 199-238
Cronon, “Storytelling”
Assignment: Discussion board
Week 3 (Sept 4-Sept 10)
How to dissect a historical monograph
Foster, Vivid Faces
Assignment: Discussion board
Week 4 (Sept 11-Sept 17)
What is Reviewing?
Maza pp. 137-146
Mazlish, “The Art of Reviewing”
Bruce Campbell reviews, “The Great Transition”
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Assignment: Discussion board
Week 5 (Sept 18-Sept 24)
What is an Archive?
Maza, 146-155
Trouillot, Silencing the Past
Letters of 1916 http://letters1916.maynoothuniversity.ie/
Assignment: Discussion board
Week 6 (Sept 25-Oct 1)
When is history not “history”?
Maza, 124-137
Connolly, “How Black Panther Taps Into 500 Years of History”
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/heat-vision/black-panther-taps-500-years-history1085334
Peaky Blinders episode one
https://historiansforhistory.wordpress.com/2017/09/14/gunrunners-and-gangsters-peakyblinders-the-ira-and-historical-drama-by-brian-hanley/
Assignment: Discussion board
Book Review due, September 27
Unit 2: Schools and Turns in History
Week 7 (Oct 2-Oct 8)
Historical Materialism and Social History
Maza pp. 157-178
Montgomery, “The Shuttle and the Cross”
Moss, “St. Patrick’s Day Celebration”
Assignment: Discussion board
Week 8 (Oct 9-Oct 15)
Micro-History
Maza pp. 178-185
Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms
Lepore, “Historians Who Love Too Much”
Andrade, “A Chinese Farmer, Two African Boys, and a Warlord: Towards a
Global Microhistory”
Assignment: Discussion board
Week 9 (Oct 16-Oct 22)
Gender History and Cultural History
Maza pp. 185-198
Brown, Foul Bodies
Ko, “Gender”
Assignment: Discussion board
Week 10 (Oct 23-Oct 29)
Subaltern Studies and Postcolonial History
Maza, 45-82
Lee, “Subaltern Studies and African Studies”
Howe, “Questioning the Bad Question: Was Ireland a Colony?”
Assignment: Discussion board
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Week 11 (Oct 30-Nov 5)
Race and History
Maza, 28-34, 216-219
Johnson, “On Agency”
Alberto, “El Negro Raúl”
Assignment: Discussion board
Week 12 (Nov 6-Nov 12)
Ego Documents, Oral History, and Subjectivity
Hellbeck, Revolution on my Mind
Bulag, “Can the Subaltern Not Speak?”
https://www.chronicle.com/interactives/belfast
Assignment: Discussion board
Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography due, Nov 7
Unit 3: Research and Writing Intensive
Week 13 (Nov 13-Nov 19)
Peer Review due, Nov 14
Week 15 (Nov 20-Nov 26)
Thanksgiving, work on Presentations
Week 16 (Nov 27-Dec 3)
Presentation due, Dec 4
Final Paper due, Dec 11
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